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ECONOMICS AND INDUSTRY STANDING COMMITTEE - SIXTH REPORT - “THE STATE 
GOVERNMENT’S ROLE IN DEVELOPING AND PROMOTING INFORMATION 

COMMUNICATIONS TECHNOLOGY (ICT) IN WESTERN AUSTRALIA” 
Government Response - Statement by Parliamentary Secretary 

MS J.A. RADISICH (Swan Hills - Parliamentary Secretary) [9.03 am]:  On behalf of the Minister for 
Energy; Resources; Industry and Enterprise, I present for tabling the government response to the sixth report of 
the Economics and Industry Standing Committee, titled “The State Government’s Role in Developing and 
Promoting Information Communications Technology (ICT) in Western Australia”. 

The Western Australian information communications technology industry is a significant component of the 
Western Australian economy, with ICT revenue estimated to be in excess of $6.6 billion for 2004.  The industry 
provides direct employment for more than 23 000 Western Australians and is indirectly responsible for between 
107 000 and 161 000 jobs in the state.  The current resources boom is providing Western Australia with many 
economic opportunities.  The state government aims to capitalise on this by diversifying the economy through 
the development of four key sectors.  The “beyond the boom” strategy includes promoting and encouraging the 
development of ICT in WA, as well as biotechnology, marine and defence industries, and renewable energy. 

Information communications technology is not only an important industry in its own right, but also an essential 
enabler of development and growth in other industries, impacting on business operations, government processes, 
cultural development and social engagement.   

Point of Order 
Mr C.J. BARNETT:  Madam Deputy Speaker, I seek your advice on whether a parliamentary secretary is 
entitled to make a brief ministerial statement.  It is not my experience that this has happened before. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER:  Members, advice was sought on the understanding that under section 44A of the 
Constitution Acts Amendment Act, parliamentary secretaries are given certain responsibilities.  One of those is 
what is being carried out this morning by the parliamentary secretary on behalf of the minister, so it comes under 
that section. 

Debate Resumed 
Ms J.A. RADISICH:  The Economics and Industry Standing Committee tabled its report on the state 
government’s role in developing and promoting information communications technology in Western Australia 
on 14 June 2007.  The committee embarked upon this inquiry because it recognised ICT - 

Several members interjected. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER:  Members! 

Ms J.A. RADISICH:  It recognised ICT as an important emerging sector for the Western Australian economy 
and as an economic and social enabler.  The report presents a thorough analysis of the state of the ICT industry 
in WA, and covers issues including research and commercialisation; Bentley Technology Park; funding 
application processes; the role of the Office of e-Government; the role of political and bureaucratic leadership in 
ICT; procurement; non-financial support for industry; education, training and recruitment; the state broadband 
network; and other issues, including the digital content sector.  The report makes 34 recommendations, and the 
government extends strong support to the majority of those recommendations.  It should be noted that although 
the majority of recommendations in this report relate to the portfolio responsibility of industry and enterprise, 
recommendations 9 and 10 relate to the Premier’s responsibilities; recommendations 16 to 20, 23 and 24 relate to 
the Treasurer’s responsibilities; and recommendation 30 relates to the portfolio of small business.  I thank the 
relevant ministers for their contribution to this response. 
It is planned that the implementation of the recommendations in this report will form part of the state 
government’s ICT strategy, which will add to the body of work already undertaken by the Department of 
Industry and Resources.  Formal feedback has been sought from industry participants and it is anticipated that 
this consultation will assist in refining the government’s forward direction on these matters.  I congratulate 
members of the Economics and Industry Standing Committee for this report. 
I table the government’s response to the EISC report. 
[See paper 3083.] 
 


